Marguerite Gambo Wood Flight Training Scholarship
Awarded by the Aloha Chapter Ninety-nines
2026 Scholarship Information & Application Form

Marguerite Gambo Wood was an exceptional aviation entrepreneur who helped define general aviation in Hawai‘i. She started
flying in 1932 and founded her flight school, Gambo flying service in 1939. She was committed to offering scholarships to women
who wanted to become professional pilots and needed assistance in meeting the high training costs.

In 1941, when the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, Marguerite was flying with a
student on a cross-country flight. She dodged the attack by going through a
seldom-used pass and landed safely. Of the four Gambo Flying Service planes in the
air that day, only two returned safely. After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, she was the
only civil aviator allowed to fly in Hawaii airspace to deliver needed supplies to
Kalaupapa. Mrs. Wood operated her flight school in Honolulu for many years and was
a strong supporter of the various activities of the Ninety-nines. Mrs. Wood continued
to teach flying and running her company, “Hawaii’s Country Club of the Air,” until
shortly before her death at age 71.

The Marguerite Gambo Wood Foundation was established by her estate in 1984 to
support her commitment to women furthering their dreams of careers in aviation.

The Aloha Chapter Scholarship Committee administers The Marguerite Gambo Wood Scholarship, which is funded from the
Marguerite Gambo Wood Trust, as well as other Aloha Chapter Ninety-nines fundraisers to support flight training for women.

The Aloha Chapter Ninety-nines invites qualified students and pilots to apply for scholarship assistance to support their flight
training. In addition to fostering camaraderie, organizing aviation events, serving as an information resource, and carrying out
community service events, The Ninety-nines provides networking and financial support to further the aspirations of women
becoming professional pilots. Scholarship applicants are asked to participate in Aloha Chapter activities to become connected
with other women pilots and to become acquainted with the mission of The Ninety-nines International organization.

The following requirements apply to be eligible for the 2026 Marguerite Gambo Wood Flight Training Scholarship

1. Be a female resident of Hawai‘i
2. Hold at least a Student Pilot Certificate

After completing the scholarship application, pages 2 and 3 of this document, scan all required documents into one PDF. Label
PDF “FirstName_LastName_MGW?2026” and submit via email to Scholarship Chairman Tanya Terrell, tanyavterrell@gmail.com.

Materials REQUIRED:

1. Application Form
2. Resume
3. Personal Essay: Please submit a one-page personal essay about yourself. Essay must include the following:

a. Your history and goals in aviation.

b. Any past volunteer experience in or out of the aviation community (if prior year MGW recipient, please
focus on new volunteer experience since your last award).

c. How do you plan to contribute to the aviation community or the Ninety-nines in the future?

d. What specific certificate or rating will this scholarship help you finance, what the hourly cost of the aircraft
to be flown is and how many hours are required?

e. How have you financed your training so far?

f.  Any financial need, if applicable.

4. Copy of Pilot Certificate

5. Copy of Medical Certificate
6. Two letters of recommendation addressed to ‘The Aloha Chapter Scholarship Committee’. Contact information

must be included to enable references to be checked.
Complete scholarship application is due at midnight HST on March 1, 2026, and will be awarded no later than April 1, 2026. Late

applications will not be accepted. The specific award amount of this year’s scholarship will be determined after all funds are
received by December 31, 2025. Scholarship recipients will have until April 1, 2027 to use their funds.
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Ninety-Nines

Full
Name:

Aloha Chapter

2026 Marguerite Gambo Wood Flight Training Scholarship

Applicant Information

Birthdate:

Last

Address:

First

M1

Street Address

Apartment/Unit #

City

Phone:

Most recent
certificate/rating
received:

Certificate
number:

Certificate/rating for scholarship to be used:

Total hours:

State ZIP Code

Email:

Date
received:

Total household income:

Class of medical certificate (when received):

Highest level of education completed:

Hours flown in the last 6 months:

Number in household:

Date medical received:

Are you currently in
school?
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Scholarship History

List all other scholarships received in the past 12 months or currently pending: Attach additional page if needed.
MANDATORY: Send updates on pending scholarships to tanyavterrell@gmail.com upon learning results through
March 1st, 2026.

If pending, expected
Scholarship/Grant Name Amount Purpose(Certificate or Rating) notification date

Disclaimer and Signature

Neither the Aloha Chapter of The Ninety-nines, Inc., the Southwest Section of The Ninety-nines, Inc., nor their
members, agents, or representatives are responsible for the quality of any training received with this scholarship,
nor for any accident, incident, or any other event which may occur while the recipient of this scholarship is
performing flight training or activities relating thereto, and recipient agrees to sign a hold-harmless agreement in
favor of The Ninety-nines, Inc. International Organization of Women Pilots, its Sections and Chapters, upon receipt
of the scholarship and before any flight is made.

AFFIDAVIT: “I declare under penalty of perjury that the information | have given on this application form and in the
accompanying documents are true and correct. Incorrect information could forfeit my scholarship award. | meet
the requirements for this scholarship. | will do my best to participate in the chapter event at which the scholarship
is awarded. In addition, | will make an effort to give back to my aviation community and/or attend The Aloha
Chapter Ninety-nines annual events.”

Signature: Date:
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